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Topic- CLASSIFICATION OF MAPS
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INTRODUCTION

You may be familiar with maps that you have seen in‘most of your books of
social sciences representing the earth or any of its parts. You may also know
that the shape of the earth is geoid (three-dimensional) and a globe can best
represent it. A map, on the other hand, issassimplified depiction of whole or
part of the earth on a piece of paper. In other words, It'is a two-dimensional
form of the three-dimensional earth. ‘Hence;, @ map can be drawn using a
system of map projections.

As it is impossible to represSent all features of the earth’s surface in their true
size and form, a map is‘drawndat a reduced scale. Imagine your college
campus. If a plan/map of your college is to be drawn in its actual size, it will
be as large as the campus itself. Hence, maps are drawn at a scale and
projection sosthat each point on the paper corresponds to the actual ground
position. Besides, the representation of different features is also simplified
using symbols, colours and shades. A map is, therefore, defined as selective,
symbolised and generalised representation of whole or a part of the earth's
surface on a plane surface at a reduced scale. It may also be understood that
a simple network of lines and polygons without a scale shall not be called a
map
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